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First Reader Summary

A bill to amend Titles 9 and 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating respectively to civil practice and the
courts, so as to provide for a system of gathering, processing, transmission, compilation, and analysis of information
relating to civil and criminal cases; to provide for the design, completion, and filing of case filings and dispositions
information forms; to provide for assistance of the clerk of the court for unrepresented parties.
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RECORDED VOTES
Vote# Date Yeas Nays Description
SV0173 3/03/99 054 000 PASSAGE BY SUBSTITUTE
HV1480 1/24/00 168 000 PASS
SV0587 2/04/00 051 000 AGREE TO HOUSE SUBSTITUTE

Senate Action House
2/17/99 Read 1st time 3/4/99
3/1/99  Favorably Reported 1/13/00
Sub Committee Amend/Sub  Sub
3/2/99 Read 2nd Time 3/8/99
3/3/99 Read 3rd Time 1/24/00
1/3/99 Passed/Adopted 1/24/00
CS Comm/Floor Amend/Sub CS/FA
2/4/00 Amend/Sub Agreed To
3/27/00 Sent To Governor
4/27/00  Signed by Governor

716 Act/Veto Number
7/1/00 Effective Date
Version by LC Number

LC 22 3477 As Introduced

LC223581S  As Introduced

LC 22 3838S H - Favorably Reported (CS ) (Sub )
SB176/AP Amend/Sub Agreed To

SB 176/HCSFA H - Passed/Adopted (CS ) (CS/FA )

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/Archives/19992000/leg/fulltext/sb176.htm 1/2/2015



SB 176 - Civil, Criminal Cases - processing & filing information relating to - Fulltext

SB 176 00 SB176/ AP

e
R R e
NFRPOOWONOOUAWNER

e
1

1-13
1-14
1-15
1-16
1-17
1-18
1-19
1-20

1-21

1-22

1-23
1-24
1-25
1- 26

1-27

1-30
1-31
1-32
1-33
1-34

SENATE BI LL 176

By:

Hecht of the 34th

A BILL TO BE ENTI TLED
AN ACT

To anend Titles 9 and 15 of the Oficial Code of Georgia
Annot ated, relating respectively to civil practice and the
courts, so as to provide for a system of providing,

transm ssion, conpilation, and analysis of information
relating to civil cases; to provide for the filing of civi
case filing and disposition forns; to set out such forns; to
provide for |egible typing, printing, or stanping of the
judge's nane and title on judgnments; to provide for

i nstances of sealed information; to provide for duties and
authority of the Georgia Courts Autonmati on Commi ssion
relating to a courts automation system to provide for
authority and duties of clerks of the superior courts and
state courts, The Council of Superior Court O erks of
Georgia, the Adnministrative Ofice of the Courts, the
Georgi a Courts Automation Conmi ssion, and the Georgia
Superior Court Cerks' Cooperative Authority relating to
civil case information; to provide for ownership of certain
data; to provide for applicability; to provide for other
related matters; to repeal conflicting |aws; and for other
pur poses.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GECRG A:
SECTI ON 1.
Title 9 of the Oficial Code of Georgia Annotated, relating
to civil practice, is amended by striking in its entirety
Code Section 9-11-3, relating to commencenent of actions,
and inserting in its place the foll ow ng:

"9-11- 3. {}

(a) Acivil action is commenced by filing a conplaint with
the court.

(b) At the time of filing the conplaint for a civil action

Senators Land of the 16th, Meyer von Brenmen of the 12th and

in Superior court or State court, or as soon as
practicable thereafter, the plaintiff shall file the
appropriate civil case filing formwith the clerk of the
court. The formshall be substantially in the form

_1_1}

prescri bed in Code Section 9-11-133. The filing of the
conpl aint shall not be delayed for the filing of the case
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filing form"

SECTI ON 2.

Said title is further anended by striking in its entirety
Code Section 9-11-58, relating to entry of judgnent, and
inserting in its place the foll ow ng:

"9-11-58. {7}

(a) Signing. Except when otherw se specifically provided
by statute, all judgnents shall be signed by the judge and
filed with the clerk. The signature of the judge shall be
followed by the spelling of the judge's nane and title
legibly typed, printed, or stanped. The failure of the
judgrment to have the typed, printed, or stanped nane of
the judge shall not invalidate the judgnent.

(b) When judgment entered. The filing with the clerk of a
judgrment, signed by the judge, constitutes the entry of
the judgnent, and, unless the court otherw se directs, no
j udgrment shall be effective for any purpose until the
entry of the same, as provided in this subsection. At the
time of the filing of the final judgnent, a civil case

di sposition formshall be filed by the prevailing party or
by the plaintiff if the case is settled, disnissed, or

ot herw se di sposed of without a prevailing party. The form
shal |l be substantially in the formprescribed in Code
Section 9-11-133. If any of the information required by
the formis sealed by the court, the formshall state that
fact and the information under seal shall not be provided.
The entry of the judgnment shall not be delayed for the
taxing of costs or the filing of the case disposition
form"™

SECTI ON 3.

Said title is further anended by adding after Code Section
9-11-132 a new Code section to be designated Code Section
9-11-133, to read as foll ows:

"9-11-133. i}

(a) The fornms set out in subsections (b), (c), (d) and (e)
or forns substantially sinmlar to such forns are
sufficient to neet the requirenents for civil case filing
and disposition forns. The civil case forms set out in
Exhi bit F of the 'Report and Recommendati ons of the

-2-{}

1997-1998 Court Filings Conmmttee' published by the State
Bar of Ceorgia and dated May 15, 1998, are substantially
simlar to the forns set out in this Code section

(b) General Cvil Case Filing Information Form
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GENERAL ClVIL CASE FILING
| NFORMVATI ON  FORM
( NONDOVESTI C)

Court
_____ Superior County
____ State
Docket no.

Date fil ed

Plaintiff(s) (last, suffix,
first, mddle initial,
mai den)

PR

Def endant (s) (I ast,
first,

suf fi x,
mddle initial,

mai den)

PwbpE

Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney

CHECK PRI MARY CASE TYPE:
(Check only ONE)
Contract/ Account

Wl s/Estate

Real Property

Di spossessory/ Di stress

___ Personal Property
___ Equity

___ Habeas Corpus

___ Appeal s, Reviews

Post j udgnent Garni sh-
ment, Attachnent, or
O her Reli ef
Nondonesti ¢ Cont enpt

__Tort (If tort, fill in
ri ght col um)
_ O her General Civil
(specify)
-3- 1%

No.

I F

___Pro Se

of defendants

TORT IS CASE TYPE:

(Check no nore than TWD

Aut o Acci dent
Premises Liability
Medi cal Mal practi ce
O her Prof essional
Negl i gence

Product Liability
O her (specify)

Are punitive danmages pl eaded?

___Yes ___ No

(c) Donestic Relations Case Filing Information Form

DOVESTI C RELATI ONS CASE FI LI NG
I NFORMATI ON FORM

Cour't

____ Superior County

Date filed
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00N

Docket no.

Plaintiff(s) (last, suffix,
first, mddle initial,

nmai den)

1.

2.

Def endant (s) (Il ast, suffix,
first, mddle initial,

mai den)

1.

2.

Plaintiff/Petitioner's attorney

__Pro Se

CHECK CASE TYPE:
(one or nore)
Di vorce (includes
annul nent)
Separ at e Mai nt enance
Adoption
Paternity (includes
| egitimation)
I nterstate Support
Enf orcenent Action
Donesti cati on of
Forei gn Custody Decree
Fam |y Viol ence Act
Petition

MODI FI CATI ON
Modi fi cation - Custody
and/ or Visitation
Modi fication - Child
Support and Ali nony
Modi fication - Child
Suppor t
Modi fication - Alinony

CONTEMPT
Contenpt - Cust ody
and/or Visitation
Contempt - Child

_4_ﬁ

Support and Ali nony

Contenpt - Alinony
O her Donestic Cont enpt

(d) General Cvil

Contenpt - Child Support

Case Fi nal

FAM LY VI OLENCE
Addi tional information -
Ex Parte Reli ef

Did the initial pleading
i nclude a request for
relief:
1. Fromalleged famly
vi ol ence? __Yes No
2. Ws ex parte relief
request ed? __Yes No
3. WAs ex parte relief
grant ed? __Yes No

Di sposition Form

GENERAL ClVIL CASE FI NAL
DI SPOSI TI ON FORM
( NONDOVESTI C)

Court
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5-10 ____ Superior County Date

5-11 ____ State di sposed mmdd-yyyy

5-12 Docket no.

5-13 Reporting party

5-14 (Nane) (Title)

5-15 Nanme of plaintiff/petitioner(s)

5-16

5-17 Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney _ Pro Se

5-18

5-19 Bar #

5-20

5-21 Nane of defendant/respondent(s)

5-22

5-23 Def endant / respondent's attorney _ Pro Se

5-24

5-25 Bar #

5-26

5-27 TYPE OF DI SPCSI Tl ON AWARD

5-28 1. _Pretrial Dismssal 1. If verdict for plaintiff,

5-29 (specify which type) how nuch was awar ded?

5-30 A. __Involuntary s conpensat ory

5-31 B. _Voluntary (without S punitive

5-32 prej udi ce) 2. If verdict on cross or

5-33 C. __Voluntary (with counter clains, how nuch

5-34 prej udi ce) was awar ded?

5-35 2. __Pretrial Settlenent s conpensat ory

5- 36 3. _ Default Judgnent S punitive

5-37 4. _ Summary Judgnent 3. Did the court nodify the

5-38 5. __ Transferred/ awar d?

5-39 Consol i dat ed ~_Yes ___ No

5-40 6. _ Bench Tri al 4. \Were attorneys fees
-5-ﬁ

6- 1 7. __Jury Trial (specify awar ded?

6- 2 out conme further) ___Yes _ No

6- 3 A. _ Dismssal after

6- 4 jury sel ected ADR

6- 5 B. _ Settlenment during 1. Was ADR utilized?

6- 6 trial ___Yes __  No

6- 7 C. __Judgnent on Verdict 2. If yes, was it (check

6- 8 D. _ Directed Verdict or if applicable):

6- 9 JNOV __court annexed?

6- 10 ___court nandated?

6-11 1. Judgrent on verdict. 3. Did the matter settle after

6- 12 Was the verdict: trial for other than

6- 13 A, __For plaintiff(s)(all) judgrment? (If known at

6- 14 B. _ For defendant(s)(all) the tine of this

6- 15 C. __Oher: (explain) submi ssi on)
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(e)

form

Donestic Rel ati ons Case Fi nal

Yes No

Di sposition Information

DOVESTI C RELATI ONS CASE FI NAL
DI SPCSI TI ON | NFORVATI ON FORM

Nane of plaintiff/petitioner(s)

Nane of defendant/respondent(s)

TYPE OF DI SPCSI TI ON

-6- ﬁ\
Di smissed Wt hout 1.
Fi nal Order 2.
A. __Voluntary (by 3.
parties)
B. __Involuntary (by
court)

__Pretrial Settlenent
__Judgnent on the
Pl eadi ngs
__Summary Judgnent
__Trial
A. Bench Tri al
B. Jury Trial
1. Dismissal after
jury sel ected
2. __Settlenent
during trial

Court
____ Superior County Date
Docket no.
Reporting party
( Nane) (Title)

Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney _ Pro Se

Def endant /respondent's attorney _ Pro Se

RELI EF GRANTED ( Check al |

__Ex Parte Relief
__Tenporary Relief

__Final

A

T Iom moOw

&

Rel i ef

__Divorce/ Annul nent/
Separ at e Mai nt enance

__Child Custody

__Visitation

__Child Support

__Legitimation/
Paternity

__Ali nony

__Cont enpt

__Equitable Division

__Restraining Oder
___Person __ Property

__Adoption

__ Ot her (specify)
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7-18
7-19
7-20
7-21
7-22

7-23

7-24
7-25
7-26
7-27
7-28

7-29
7-30

7-31
7-32

3. __Judgnent on
Ver di ct 4. Dismissed prior to
4. __Directed granting of relief.
Verdi ct or
JNOV ADR

SECTI ON 4.

Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating
to the courts, is anended by striking in its entirety Code
Section 15-5-24, relating to the duties of the

Adm nistrative Office of the Courts, and inserting in lieu
thereof the follow ng:

"15-5-24. §}

Under the supervision and direction of the Judicial
Council, the Admnistrative Ofice of the Courts shall
performthe foll owi ng duties:

(1) Consult with and assist judges, adm nistrators,
clerks of court, and other officers and enpl oyees of the
court pertaining to matters relating to court

_7_1}

adm ni stration and provi de such services as are
request ed;

(2) Exami ne the adm nistrative and busi ness nethods and
systens enployed in the offices related to and serving
the courts and rmake reconmendati ons for necessary

i mprovenent ;

(3) Compile statistical and financial data and other
information on the judicial work of the courts and on
the work of other offices related to and serving the
courts, which data and i nformation shall be provided by
the courts;

(4) Analyze data relating to civil cases collected
pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3 and
subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58 and provi de such
data, analysis, or both data and analysis to the courts
and agencies of the judicial branch, agencies of the
executive branch, and the General Assenbly;

4)-(5) Exanmine the state of the dockets and practices
and procedures of the courts and nake recomendati ons
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8- 20 for the expedition of litigation

8-21 £5)3(6) Act as fiscal officer and prepare and subnit
8-22 budget estimates of state appropriations necessary for
8-23 the mai ntenance and operation of the judicial system

8- 24 £6)}(7) Fornulate and subnmit reconmendations for the

8- 25 i nprovenent of the judicial system

8- 26 A-(8) Performsuch additional duties as may be assigned
8- 27 by the Judicial Council; and

8- 28 £8)3(9) Prepare and publish an annual report on the work
8- 29 of the courts and on the activities of the

8- 30 Administrative Ofice of the Courts.”

8-31 SECTI ON 5.

8-32 Said title is further amended by striking inits entirety
8-33 Code Section 15-5-82, relating to the duties of the Georgia
8-34 Courts Automation Comm ssion, and inserting in lieu thereof
8-35 the foll ow ng:

8- 36 "15-5-82. i}

8- 37 (a) The conmission shall be authorized to:

8- 38 (1) Define, inplenent, and admi nister a state-w de

8- 39 courts automati on system based—onbut—not—imtedtothe
-8-¥

9- 1 exi-sting—Ceorgia—Online (CO—Network—admni-stered-by the

9- 2 comm-ssi-oner—of—admini-strati-ve—services— i ncl udi ng data

9- 3 col |l ecti on and—ent+yintothe-system networking, data

9- 4 storage, and—processing—and—information retrieval,

9- 5 processing, and distribution;

9- 6 (2) Coordinate and cooperate with the state's chief

9- 7 information officer with regards to planning,

9- 8 i npl ementation, and admi nistration of a state-wi de

9- 9 courts automati on systemto take advantage of existing

9-10 state resources where possible;

9-11 (3) Receive electronic data fromthe civil case filing

9-12 and di sposition forns that are required to be filed in

9-13 civil cases pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section

9-14 9-11-3 and subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58 and

9-15 that are transnmitted to the conmission by the Georgia

9-16 Superior Court Cerks' Cooperative Authority in a fornat

9-17 and nedia agreed to by the commi ssion and the authority;

9-18 (4) Compile the civil filings and di spositions data, and

9-19 provi de such data to the the Adninistrative Ofice of

9-20 the Courts;

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/Archives/19992000/leg/fulltext/sb176.htm
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9-21
9-22
9-23
9-24
9-25
9- 26

9-27
9-28
9-29

9-30
9-31
9-32
9-33
9-34
9-35
9- 36
9-37

9- 38
9-39
9-40
9-41

10-
10-
10-

WN B

10-
10-
10-
10-
10-
10-
10-10
10-11
10-12
10-13
10-14

O©oo~NO O~

10- 15
10-16
10-17
10-18
10-19

10- 20
10-21

10- 22
10- 23
10- 24

(5) Participate in agreenents, contracts, and networks
necessary or conveni ent for the performance of the
duties specified in this paragraph and paragraphs (2),
(3), and (4) of this subsection and for the rel ease of
the information fromcivil case filing and di sposition
fornms;

(2-(6) Adm nister federal, state, local, and other
public or private funds nmade available to it for
i npl erentation of the courts automation system

£3)3(7) Coordinate state-w de strategies and plans for
incorporating county and | ocal governnents into the
courts automati on system including review of

requi renents of the several state agencies for
docunents, reports, and forns and the consolidation
elimnation, or conversion of such docunents, reports,
and forns to formats conpatible with electronic

transmttal nedia

£4)>-(8) Establish policies and procedures, rules and
regul ations, and technical and perfornmance standards for
county and | ocal governnent access to the courts

aut omati on system network; and

_g_i}

£5-(9) O fer advisory services to county and | oca
governnents to assist in guiding their efforts towards
toward automating their court procedures and operations.

(b) The ehai+rman chairperson of the comi ssion nmay

desi gnate and appoint comittees to perform such functions
as he or she may determine to be necessary. The

conmi ssion may, either by itself or through such
committees, hold hearings, conduct investigations, and
take any ot her action necessary or desirable to inplenent
the courts automation systemin a deliberate, effective,
and tinely manner. The conmi ssion shall nake an annua
report of its progress to the Chief Justice, the Governor
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

(c) The conmission may use the funds available to it for
providing to the eeurts judicial branch, officials,
authorities, agencies, or instrunentalities of this state
or a political subdivision of this state access to data
bases which are:=-

(1) Beneficial beneficial to the operation of the courtss+
or

and

are accessible through the commi ssion or through the
Geor gi aNet Authority, provided that access to any such

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/Archives/19992000/leg/fulltext/sb176.htm
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10- 25
10- 26
10- 27
10-28
10- 29
10- 30

10-31
10-32
10- 33
10- 34
10- 35
10-36
10-37
10- 38

10- 39

10-40
10-41
10-42

11-
11-
11-
11-

A WNPE

11-
11-
11-
11-
11-
11-10
11-11
11-12
11-13
11-14
11-15
11-16
11-17
11-18
11-19
11-20
11-21
11-22
11-23
11-24
11-25

©O©o0o~NO O

11-26
11-27
11-28
11-29

data base shall be conditioned upon the consent of the
departnent, agency, or other entity having the right to
grant such access. The comm ssion may al so expend funds

bases by the courts.

(d) Nothing in this article shall be so construed as to
require any office of a court to accept additiona
wor kl oad generated by establishrment of an electronic
transfer of information capability fromany other office
of the county or local government, including court

of fices. Each such office shall continue to have sole
responsibility for transmitting information required of
it, either manually or electronically."

SECTI ON 6.

Said title is further anended in Code Section 15-6-61
relating to duties of clerks of the superior courts, by
striking the word "and" at the end of paragraph (15) of

-10- %

subsection (a), designating paragraph (16) as paragraph (19)
and inserting new paragraphs to be designated paragraphs
(16), (17), and (18) so that paragraphs (15) through (19)
read as foll ows:

"(15) To participate in the state-w de uniform aut onat ed
informati on systemfor real and personal property
records, as provided for by Code Sections 15-6-97 and
15-6-98, and any network established by the Georgia
Superior Court Cerks' Cooperative Authority relating to
the transm ssion and retrieval of electronic infornmation
concerning real estate data for any such infornation
systens established by such authority so as to provide
for public access to real estate information. Each
clerk of the superior court shall provide to the
authority or its designated agent in accordance with the
rules and regul ations of the authority such real estate
i nformati on concerning or evidencing title to rea
property or access to such information which is of
record in the office of clerk of the superior court and
which is necessary to establish and naintain the
informati on system Each clerk of the superior court
shall provide and transmt real estate information to
the authority for testing and operation of the
informati on systemat such tinmes and in such form as
prescribed by the authority; and

(16) To file and transmit all civil case filing and
di sposition forms required to be filed pursuant to
subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3 and subsection (b)

of Code Section 9-11-58;
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11-30
11-31
11-32
11-33

11- 34
11-35
11-36
11-37

11-38

11-39
11-40

12-

=

12-
12-
12-
12-

abrwWN

12-
12-
12-
12-
12-10
12-11
12-12
12-13
12-14

O©oo~N®

12-15
12-16
12-17
12-18

12-19
12-20
12-21
12-22

12-23
12-24
12-25

12- 26
12-27

12-28
12-29
12-30

(17) To transmt to the Superior Court C erks'
Cooperative Authority within 30 days of filing the civi

case filing and disposition fornms prescribed in Code
Section 9-11-133,;

(18) To participate in agreenents, contracts, and

net wor ks necessary or conveni ent for the perfornmance of
the duties provided in paragraphs (16) and (17) of this
subsecti on; and

16)(19) To performsuch other duties as are or nay be
required by |aw or as necessarily appertain to the
office of clerk of the superior court."

-11- 4%

SECTI ON 7.

Said title is further anended in Code Section 15-6-94,
relating to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative
Authority, by striking inits entirety paragraph (3) of
subsection (a) and inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

"(3) The purpose of the authority shall be to provide a
cooperative for the devel opnent, acquisition, and
distribution of record managenent systens, infornation,
services, supplies, and materials for superior court
clerks of the state, on such terns and conditions as may
be determined to be in the best interest of the
operation of the office of the clerk of superior court,

| ocal governnent, and the state, in light of the

foll owi ng factors:

(A) The public interest in providing cost-efficient
access to record nanagenment systens, information,
services, supplies, and materials, and a pool which
will provide related resources and unifornity;

(B) Cost savings to |ocal government and the state,
through efficiency in the provision of record
managenment systens, information, services, supplies,
and naterial s;

(O Fair and adequate conpensation to |oca
governnents for costs incurred in the operation of the
of fices of clerks of superior court; and

(D) Such other factors as are in the public interest
and wel fare.

The authority shall be the sole owner of its conpiled
and devel oped informati on eenpiled—oer devel oped through
any function perforned or any program or system
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adm ni stered by—e+ on behal f of - the authority. For
the purposes of this subsection the authority shall not
be considered the sole owner of information devel oped

pursuant to Code Section 15-6-97.1."

SECTI ON 8.

Said title is further anmended in Chapter 6, relating to
superior courts, by adding a new Code section to be
desi gnated Code Section 15-6-97.1 to read as foll ows:

S12-%%

"15-6-97. 1. §}

(a) The Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative
Authority and The Council of Superior Court d erks of
CGeorgia, in agreenent with the Georgia Courts Automation
Conmi ssion and the Administrative Ofice of the Courts,
shal |l participate in the devel opnent and operation of the
civil case filing and disposition informati on system
described in paragraph (4) of Code Section 15-5-24 and
par agraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) of subsection (a) of
Code Section 15-5-82. The authority shall provide such
data in electronic format to the Georgia Courts Automation
Conmi ssion within three days of receipt. The nedia and
format shall be determ ned by the authority and the
commi ssi on.

(b) The authority shall have the power to use funds
avai l abl e and participate in agreenents, contracts, and
net wor ks necessary or convenient for the performance of
the duties described in subsection (a) of this Code
section.”

SECTI ON 9.

Said title is further anended in Article 3 of Chapter 7,
relating to practice and procedure in state courts of
counties, by inserting a new Code section to be designated
Code Section 15-7-50 to read as foll ows:

"15-7-50. §}

Clerks of state courts are authorized and directed to:
(1) File and enter all civil case filing and di sposition
forns required to be filed pursuant to subsection (b) of
Code Section 9-11-3 and subsection (b) of Code Section
9-11-58;

(2) Transnit to the Superior Court Cerks' Cooperative
Authority within 30 days of filing the civil case filing
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and di sposition forns prescribed in Code Section
9-11-133; and

(3) Participate in agreenments, contracts, and networks
necessary or convenient for the performance of the

duties provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Code
section."

-13- 4%

SECTI ON 10.
Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this Act are applicable to civil
actions commenced in superior or state court on or after
July 1, 2000.

SECTI ON 11.

Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are
r epeal ed.
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Secretary of the Senate
Frank Eldridge, Jr., Secretary
Last Updated on 05/15/00
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