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SB 176 00                                            SB176/AP  

      SENATE BILL 176  

      By:  Senators Land of the 16th, Meyer von Bremen of the 12th and  
           Hecht of the 34th  

                        A BILL TO BE ENTITLED  
                               AN ACT  

  1- 1  To amend Titles 9 and 15 of the Official Code of Georgia  
  1- 2  Annotated, relating respectively to civil practice and the  
  1- 3  courts, so as to provide for a system of providing,  
  1- 4  transmission, compilation, and analysis of information  
  1- 5  relating to civil cases; to provide for the filing of civil  
  1- 6  case filing and disposition forms; to set out such forms; to  
  1- 7  provide for legible typing, printing, or stamping of the  
  1- 8  judge's name and title on judgments; to provide for  
  1- 9  instances of sealed information; to provide for duties and  
  1-10  authority of the Georgia Courts Automation Commission  
  1-11  relating to a courts automation system; to provide for  
  1-12  authority and duties of clerks of the superior courts and  
  1-13  state courts, The Council of Superior Court Clerks of  
  1-14  Georgia, the Administrative Office of the Courts, the  
  1-15  Georgia Courts Automation Commission, and the Georgia  
  1-16  Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority relating to  
  1-17  civil case information; to provide for ownership of certain  
  1-18  data; to provide for applicability; to provide for other  
  1-19  related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other  
  1-20  purposes.  

  1-21       BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:  

  1-22                           SECTION 1.  

  1-23  Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating  
  1-24  to civil practice, is amended by striking in its entirety  
  1-25  Code Section 9-11-3, relating to commencement of actions,  
  1-26  and inserting in its place the following:  

  1-27    "9-11-3.

  1-28    (a) A civil action is commenced by filing a complaint with  
  1-29    the court.  

  1-30    (b) At the time of filing the complaint for a civil action  
  1-31    in Superior court or State court, or as soon as  
  1-32    practicable thereafter, the plaintiff shall file the  
  1-33    appropriate civil case filing form with the clerk of the  
  1-34    court.  The form shall be substantially in the form  

                                 -1-

  2- 1    prescribed in Code Section 9-11-133.  The filing of the  
  2- 2    complaint shall not be delayed for the filing of the case  
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  2- 3    filing form."  

  2- 4                           SECTION 2.  

  2- 5  Said title is further amended by striking in its entirety  
  2- 6  Code Section 9-11-58, relating to entry of judgment, and  
  2- 7  inserting in its place the following:  

  2- 8    "9-11-58.

  2- 9    (a) Signing. Except when otherwise specifically provided  
  2-10    by statute, all judgments shall be signed by the judge and  
  2-11    filed with the clerk. The signature of the judge shall be  
  2-12    followed by the spelling of the judge's name and title  
  2-13    legibly typed, printed, or stamped.  The failure of the  
  2-14    judgment to have the typed, printed, or stamped name of  
  2-15    the judge shall not invalidate the judgment.  

  2-16    (b) When judgment entered. The filing with the clerk of a  
  2-17    judgment, signed by the judge, constitutes the entry of  
  2-18    the judgment, and, unless the court otherwise directs, no  
  2-19    judgment shall be effective for any purpose until the  
  2-20    entry of the same, as provided in this subsection. At the  
  2-21    time of the filing of the final judgment, a civil case  
  2-22    disposition form shall be filed by the prevailing party or  
  2-23    by the plaintiff if the case is settled, dismissed, or  
  2-24    otherwise disposed of without a prevailing party. The form  
  2-25    shall be substantially in the form prescribed in Code  
  2-26    Section 9-11-133.  If any of the information required by  
  2-27    the form is sealed by the court, the form shall state that  
  2-28    fact and the information under seal shall not be provided.  
  2-29    The entry of the judgment shall not be delayed for the  
  2-30    taxing of costs or the filing of the case disposition  
  2-31    form."  

  2-32                           SECTION 3.  

  2-33  Said title is further amended by adding after Code Section  
  2-34  9-11-132 a new Code section to be designated Code Section  
  2-35  9-11-133, to read as follows:  

  2-36    "9-11-133.

  2-37    (a) The forms set out in subsections (b), (c), (d) and (e)  
  2-38    or forms substantially similar to such forms are  
  2-39    sufficient to meet the requirements for civil case filing  
  2-40    and disposition forms.  The civil case forms set out in  
  2-41    Exhibit F of the 'Report and Recommendations of the  

                                 -2-

  3- 1    1997-1998 Court Filings Committee' published by the State  
  3- 2    Bar of Georgia and dated May 15, 1998, are substantially  
  3- 3    similar to the forms set out in this Code section.  

  3- 4    (b)  General Civil Case Filing Information Form.  
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  3- 5                   GENERAL CIVIL CASE FILING  
  3- 6                        INFORMATION FORM  
  3- 7                         (NONDOMESTIC)  

  3- 8        Court  

  3- 9    ___ Superior  County ____________    Date filed __________  
  3-10    ___ State                                       mm-dd-yyyy  

  3-11                 Docket no. _______________________  

  3-12    Plaintiff(s) (last, suffix,   Defendant(s) (last, suffix,  
  3-13    first, middle initial,        first, middle initial,  
  3-14    maiden)                       maiden)  
  3-15    1. _________________________  1. _________________________  
  3-16    2. _________________________  2. _________________________  
  3-17    3. _________________________  3. _________________________  
  3-18    4. _________________________  4. _________________________  

  3-19    Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney  
  3-20    _______________________________  ___Pro Se  
  3-21    Bar #  
  3-22    __________  
  3-23    No. of plaintiffs __________  No. of defendants __________  

  3-24    CHECK PRIMARY CASE TYPE:     IF TORT IS CASE TYPE:  
  3-25    (Check only ONE)             (Check no more than TWO)  
  3-26    __ Contract/Account          __ Auto Accident  
  3-27    __ Wills/Estate              __ Premises Liability  
  3-28    __ Real Property             __ Medical Malpractice  
  3-29    __ Dispossessory/Distress    __ Other Professional  
  3-30    __ Personal Property            Negligence  
  3-31    __ Equity                    __ Product Liability  
  3-32    __ Habeas Corpus             __ Other (specify) _________  
  3-33    __ Appeals, Reviews             _________________________  
  3-34    __ Postjudgment Garnish-     Are punitive damages pleaded?  
  3-35       ment, Attachment, or                ___ Yes  ___ No  
  3-36       Other Relief  
  3-37    __ Nondomestic Contempt  
  3-38    __ Tort (If tort, fill in  
  3-39       right column)  
  3-40    __ Other General Civil  
  3-41       (specify)_____________  
  3-42       ______________________  

                                 -3-

  4- 1    (c)  Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Form.  

  4- 2                 DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASE FILING  
  4- 3                        INFORMATION FORM  

  4- 4        Court  

  4- 5    ___ Superior  County ____________    Date filed __________  
  4- 6                                                    mm-dd-yyyy  
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  4- 7                 Docket no. _______________________  

  4- 8    Plaintiff(s) (last, suffix,   Defendant(s) (last, suffix,  
  4- 9    first, middle initial,        first, middle initial,  
  4-10    maiden)                       maiden)  
  4-11    1. _________________________  1. _________________________  
  4-12    2. _________________________  2. _________________________  

  4-13    Plaintiff/Petitioner's attorney  
  4-14    _______________________________  __Pro Se  
  4-15    Bar #  
  4-16    __________  

  4-17    CHECK CASE TYPE:             FAMILY VIOLENCE  
  4-18    (one or more)                Additional information -  
  4-19    __ Divorce (includes         Ex Parte Relief  
  4-20       annulment)                ___________________________  
  4-21    __ Separate Maintenance      Did the initial pleading  
  4-22    __ Adoption                  include a request for  
  4-23    __ Paternity (includes       relief:  
  4-24       legitimation)             1. From alleged family  
  4-25    __ Interstate Support           violence?     __Yes __No  
  4-26       Enforcement Action        2. Was ex parte relief  
  4-27    __ Domestication of             requested?    __Yes __No  
  4-28       Foreign Custody Decree    3. Was ex parte relief  
  4-29    __ Family Violence Act          granted?      __Yes __No  
  4-30       Petition  
  4-31          MODIFICATION  
  4-32    __ Modification - Custody  
  4-33       and/or Visitation  
  4-34    __ Modification - Child  
  4-35       Support and Alimony  
  4-36    __ Modification - Child  
  4-37       Support  
  4-38    __ Modification - Alimony  
  4-39          CONTEMPT  
  4-40    __ Contempt - Custody  
  4-41       and/or Visitation  
  4-42    __ Contempt - Child  

                                 -4-

  5- 1       Support and Alimony  
  5- 2    __ Contempt - Child Support  
  5- 3    __ Contempt - Alimony  
  5- 4    __ Other Domestic Contempt  

  5- 5    (d)  General Civil Case Final Disposition Form.  

  5- 6                    GENERAL CIVIL CASE FINAL  
  5- 7                        DISPOSITION FORM  
  5- 8                         (NONDOMESTIC)  

  5- 9        Court  
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  5-10    ___ Superior  County ____________     Date      __________  
  5-11    ___ State                             disposed  mm-dd-yyyy  

  5-12                 Docket no. _______________________  

  5-13    Reporting party ____________________  ____________________  
  5-14                   (Name)                 (Title)  

  5-15    Name of plaintiff/petitioner(s)  
  5-16    _______________________________  

  5-17    Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney __Pro Se  
  5-18    __________________________________  
  5-19    Bar #  
  5-20    __________  

  5-21    Name of defendant/respondent(s)  
  5-22    _______________________________  

  5-23    Defendant/respondent's attorney __Pro Se  
  5-24    __________________________________  
  5-25    Bar #  
  5-26    __________  

  5-27    TYPE OF DISPOSITION                  AWARD  
  5-28    1. __Pretrial Dismissal     1. If verdict for plaintiff,  
  5-29         (specify which type)      how much was awarded?  
  5-30       A. __Involuntary            $__________ compensatory  
  5-31       B. __Voluntary (without     $__________ punitive  
  5-32            prejudice)          2. If verdict on cross or  
  5-33       C. __Voluntary (with        counter claims, how much  
  5-34            prejudice)             was awarded?  
  5-35    2. __Pretrial Settlement       $__________ compensatory  
  5-36    3. __Default Judgment          $__________ punitive  
  5-37    4. __Summary Judgment       3. Did the court modify the  
  5-38    5. __Transferred/              award?  
  5-39         Consolidated                    ____Yes  ____No  
  5-40    6. __Bench Trial            4. Were attorneys fees  

                                 -5-

  6- 1    7. __Jury Trial (specify       awarded?  
  6- 2         outcome further)                ____Yes  ____No  
  6- 3       A. __Dismissal after     _____________________________  
  6- 4            jury selected                    ADR  
  6- 5       B. __Settlement during   1. Was ADR utilized?  
  6- 6            trial                        ____Yes  ____No  
  6- 7       C. __Judgment on Verdict 2. If yes, was it (check  
  6- 8       D. __Directed Verdict or    if applicable):  
  6- 9            JNOV                   ___ court annexed?  
  6-10    _________________________      ___ court mandated?  
  6-11    1. Judgment on verdict.     3. Did the matter settle after  
  6-12       Was the verdict:            trial for other than  
  6-13       A. __For plaintiff(s)(all)  judgment? (If known at  
  6-14       B. __For defendant(s)(all)  the time of this  
  6-15       C. __Other: (explain)_____  submission)  
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  6-16          _______________________        ____Yes  ____No  
  6-17          _______________________  

  6-18    (e)  Domestic Relations Case Final Disposition Information  
  6-19    form.  

  6-20                 DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASE FINAL  
  6-21                  DISPOSITION INFORMATION FORM  

  6-22        Court  

  6-23    ___ Superior  County ____________     Date      __________  

  6-24                 Docket no. _______________________  

  6-25    Reporting party ____________________  ____________________  
  6-26                   (Name)                  (Title)  

  6-27    Name of plaintiff/petitioner(s)  
  6-28    _______________________________  

  6-29    Plaintiff/petitioner's attorney __Pro Se  
  6-30    _________________________________  
  6-31    Bar #  
  6-32    __________  

  6-33    Name of defendant/respondent(s)  
  6-34    _______________________________  

  6-35    Defendant/respondent's attorney __Pro Se  
  6-36    _________________________________  
  6-37    Bar #  
  6-38    __________  

  6-39    TYPE OF DISPOSITION        RELIEF GRANTED (Check all  

                                 -6-

  7- 1    1. Dismissed Without       1. __Ex Parte Relief  
  7- 2       Final Order             2. __Temporary Relief  
  7- 3       A. __Voluntary (by      3. __Final Relief  
  7- 4            parties)                A. __Divorce/Annulment/  
  7- 5       B. __Involuntary (by              Separate Maintenance  
  7- 6            court)                  B. __Child Custody  
  7- 7    2. __Pretrial Settlement        C. __Visitation  
  7- 8    3. __Judgment on the            D. __Child Support  
  7- 9         Pleadings                  E. __Legitimation/  
  7-10    4. __Summary Judgment                Paternity  
  7-11    5. __Trial                      F. __Alimony  
  7-12       A. Bench Trial               G. __Contempt  
  7-13       B. Jury Trial                H. __Equitable Division  
  7-14          1. __Dismissal after      I. __Restraining Order  
  7-15               jury selected             ___Person ___Property  
  7-16          2. __Settlement           J. __Adoption  
  7-17               during trial         K. __Other (specify)_____  
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  7-18          3. __Judgment on             ______________________  
  7-19               Verdict         4. __Dismissed prior to  
  7-20          4. __Directed           granting of relief.  
  7-21               Verdict or      _____________________________  
  7-22               JNOV                        ADR  

  7-23                           SECTION 4.  

  7-24  Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating  
  7-25  to the courts, is amended by striking in its entirety Code  
  7-26  Section 15-5-24, relating to the duties of the  
  7-27  Administrative Office of the Courts, and inserting in lieu  
  7-28  thereof the following:  

  7-29    "15-5-24.

  7-30    Under the supervision and direction of the Judicial  
  7-31    Council, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall  
  7-32    perform the following duties:  

  7-33      (1) Consult with and assist judges, administrators,  
  7-34      clerks of court, and other officers and employees of the  
  7-35      court pertaining to matters relating to court  

                                 -7-

  8- 1      administration and provide such services as are  
  8- 2      requested;  

  8- 3      (2) Examine the administrative and business methods and  
  8- 4      systems employed in the offices related to and serving  
  8- 5      the courts and make recommendations for necessary  
  8- 6      improvement;  

  8- 7      (3) Compile statistical and financial data and other  
  8- 8      information on the judicial work of the courts and on  
  8- 9      the work of other offices related to and serving the  
  8-10      courts, which data and information shall be provided by  
  8-11      the courts;  

  8-12      (4) Analyze data relating to civil cases collected  
  8-13      pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3 and  
  8-14      subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58 and provide such  
  8-15      data, analysis, or both data and analysis to the courts  
  8-16      and agencies of the judicial branch, agencies of the  
  8-17      executive branch, and the General Assembly;  

  8-18      (4)(5) Examine the state of the dockets and practices  
  8-19      and procedures of the courts and make recommendations  
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  8-20      for the expedition of litigation;  

  8-21      (5)(6) Act as fiscal officer and prepare and submit  
  8-22      budget estimates of state appropriations necessary for  
  8-23      the maintenance and operation of the judicial system;  

  8-24      (6)(7) Formulate and submit recommendations for the  
  8-25      improvement of the judicial system;  

  8-26      (7)(8) Perform such additional duties as may be assigned  
  8-27      by the Judicial Council; and  

  8-28      (8)(9) Prepare and publish an annual report on the work  
  8-29      of the courts and on the activities of the  
  8-30      Administrative Office of the Courts."  

  8-31                           SECTION 5.  

  8-32  Said title is further amended by striking in its entirety  
  8-33  Code Section 15-5-82, relating to the duties of the Georgia  
  8-34  Courts Automation Commission, and inserting in lieu thereof  
  8-35  the following:  

  8-36    "15-5-82.

  8-37    (a) The commission shall be authorized to:  

  8-38      (1) Define, implement, and administer a state-wide  
  8-39      courts automation system based on but not limited to the  

                                 -8-

  9- 1      existing Georgia Online (GO) Network administered by the  
  9- 2      commissioner of administrative services, including data  
  9- 3      collection and entry into the system, networking, data  
  9- 4      storage, and processing, and information retrieval,  
  9- 5      processing, and distribution;  

  9- 6      (2) Coordinate and cooperate with the state's chief  
  9- 7      information officer with regards to planning,  
  9- 8      implementation, and administration of a state-wide  
  9- 9      courts automation system to take advantage of existing  
  9-10      state resources where possible;  

  9-11      (3) Receive electronic data from the civil case filing  
  9-12      and disposition forms that are required to be filed in  
  9-13      civil cases pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section  
  9-14      9-11-3 and subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58 and  
  9-15      that are transmitted to the commission by the Georgia  
  9-16      Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority in a format  
  9-17      and media agreed to by the commission and the authority;  

  9-18      (4) Compile the civil filings and dispositions data, and  
  9-19      provide such data to the the Administrative Office of  
  9-20      the Courts;  
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  9-21      (5) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks  
  9-22      necessary or convenient for the performance of the  
  9-23      duties specified in this paragraph and paragraphs (2),  
  9-24      (3), and (4) of this subsection and for the release of  
  9-25      the information from civil case filing and disposition  
  9-26      forms;  

  9-27      (2)(6) Administer federal, state, local, and other  
  9-28      public or private funds made available to it for  
  9-29      implementation of the courts automation system;  

  9-30      (3)(7) Coordinate state-wide strategies and plans for  
  9-31      incorporating county and local governments into the  
  9-32      courts automation system, including review of  
  9-33      requirements of the several state agencies for  
  9-34      documents, reports, and forms and the consolidation,  
  9-35      elimination, or conversion of such documents, reports,  
  9-36      and forms to formats compatible with electronic  
  9-37      transmittal media;  

  9-38      (4)(8) Establish policies and procedures, rules and  
  9-39      regulations, and technical and performance standards for  
  9-40      county and local government access to the courts  
  9-41      automation system network; and  

                                 -9-

 10- 1      (5)(9) Offer advisory services to county and local  
 10- 2      governments to assist in guiding their efforts towards  
 10- 3      toward automating their court procedures and operations.  

 10- 4    (b) The chairman chairperson of the commission may  
 10- 5    designate and appoint committees to perform such functions  
 10- 6    as he or she may determine to be necessary.  The  
 10- 7    commission may, either by itself or through such  
 10- 8    committees, hold hearings, conduct investigations, and  
 10- 9    take any other action necessary or desirable to implement  
 10-10    the courts automation system in a deliberate, effective,  
 10-11    and timely manner. The commission shall make an annual  
 10-12    report of its progress to the Chief Justice, the Governor,  
 10-13    the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House  
 10-14    of Representatives.  

 10-15    (c) The commission may use the funds available to it for  
 10-16    providing to the courts judicial branch, officials,  
 10-17    authorities, agencies, or instrumentalities of this state  
 10-18    or a political subdivision of this state access to data  
 10-19    bases which are:   

 10-20    (1) Beneficial beneficial to the operation of the courts;  
 10-21    or   

 10-22    (2) Accessible through the Georgia Online (GO) Network and  
 10-23    are accessible through the commission or through the  
 10-24    GeorgiaNet Authority, provided that access to any such  
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 10-25    data base shall be conditioned upon the consent of the  
 10-26    department, agency, or other entity having the right to  
 10-27    grant such access.  The commission may also expend funds  
 10-28    to upgrade components of the Georgia Online (GO) Network  
 10-29    as necessary for appropriate access thereto to such data  
 10-30    bases by the courts.  

 10-31    (d) Nothing in this article shall be so construed as to  
 10-32    require any office of a court to accept additional  
 10-33    workload generated by establishment of an electronic  
 10-34    transfer of information capability from any other office  
 10-35    of the county or local government, including court  
 10-36    offices.  Each such office shall continue to have sole  
 10-37    responsibility for transmitting information required of  
 10-38    it, either manually or electronically."  

 10-39                           SECTION 6.  

 10-40  Said title is further amended in Code Section 15-6-61,  
 10-41  relating to duties of clerks of the superior courts, by  
 10-42  striking the word "and" at the end of paragraph (15) of  

                                 -10-

 11- 1  subsection (a), designating paragraph (16) as paragraph (19)  
 11- 2  and inserting new paragraphs to be designated paragraphs  
 11- 3  (16), (l7), and (18) so that paragraphs (15) through (19)  
 11- 4  read as follows:  

 11- 5      "(15) To participate in the state-wide uniform automated  
 11- 6      information system for real and personal property  
 11- 7      records, as provided for by Code Sections 15-6-97 and  
 11- 8      15-6-98, and any network established by the Georgia  
 11- 9      Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority relating to  
 11-10      the transmission and retrieval of electronic information  
 11-11      concerning real estate data for any such information  
 11-12      systems established by such authority so as to provide  
 11-13      for public access to real estate information.  Each  
 11-14      clerk of the superior court shall provide to the  
 11-15      authority or its designated agent in accordance with the  
 11-16      rules and regulations of the authority such real estate  
 11-17      information concerning or evidencing title to real  
 11-18      property or access to such information which is of  
 11-19      record in the office of clerk of the superior court and  
 11-20      which is necessary to establish and maintain the  
 11-21      information system.  Each clerk of the superior court  
 11-22      shall provide and transmit real estate information to  
 11-23      the authority for testing and operation of the  
 11-24      information system at such times and in such form as  
 11-25      prescribed by the authority; and  

 11-26      (16) To file and transmit all civil case filing and  
 11-27      disposition forms required to be filed pursuant to  
 11-28      subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3 and subsection (b)  
 11-29      of Code Section 9-11-58;  
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 11-30      (17) To transmit to the Superior Court Clerks'  
 11-31      Cooperative Authority within 30 days of filing the civil  
 11-32      case filing and disposition forms prescribed in Code  
 11-33      Section 9-11-133;  

 11-34      (18) To participate in agreements, contracts, and  
 11-35      networks necessary or convenient for the performance of  
 11-36      the duties provided in paragraphs (16) and (17) of this  
 11-37      subsection; and  

 11-38      (16)(19) To perform such other duties as are or may be  
 11-39      required by law or as necessarily appertain to the  
 11-40      office of clerk of the superior court."  

                                 -11-

 12- 1                           SECTION 7.  

 12- 2  Said title is further amended in Code Section 15-6-94,  
 12- 3  relating to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative  
 12- 4  Authority, by striking in its entirety paragraph (3) of  
 12- 5  subsection (a) and inserting in lieu thereof the following:  

 12- 6      "(3) The purpose of the authority shall be to provide a  
 12- 7      cooperative for the development, acquisition, and  
 12- 8      distribution of record management systems, information,  
 12- 9      services, supplies, and materials for superior court  
 12-10      clerks of the state, on such terms and conditions as may  
 12-11      be determined to be in the best interest of the  
 12-12      operation of the office of the clerk of superior court,  
 12-13      local government, and the state, in light of the  
 12-14      following factors:  

 12-15        (A) The public interest in providing cost-efficient  
 12-16        access to record management systems, information,  
 12-17        services, supplies, and materials, and a pool which  
 12-18        will provide related resources and uniformity;  

 12-19        (B) Cost savings to local government and the state,  
 12-20        through efficiency in the provision of record  
 12-21        management systems, information, services, supplies,  
 12-22        and materials;  

 12-23        (C) Fair and adequate compensation to local  
 12-24        governments for costs incurred in the operation of the  
 12-25        offices of clerks of superior court; and  

 12-26        (D) Such other factors as are in the public interest  
 12-27        and welfare.  

 12-28      The authority shall be the sole owner of its compiled  
 12-29      and developed information compiled or developed through  
 12-30      any function performed or any program or system  
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 12-31      administered by, or on behalf of, the authority.  For  
 12-32      the purposes of this subsection the authority shall not  
 12-33      be considered the sole owner of information developed  
 12-34      pursuant to Code Section 15-6-97.1."  

 12-35                           SECTION 8.  

 12-36  Said title is further amended in Chapter 6, relating to  
 12-37  superior courts, by adding a new Code section to be  
 12-38  designated Code Section 15-6-97.1 to read as follows:  

                                 -12-

 13- 1    "15-6-97.1.

 13- 2    (a) The Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative  
 13- 3    Authority and The Council of Superior Court Clerks of  
 13- 4    Georgia, in agreement with the Georgia Courts Automation  
 13- 5    Commission and the Administrative Office of the Courts,  
 13- 6    shall participate in the development and operation of the  
 13- 7    civil case filing and disposition information system  
 13- 8    described in paragraph (4) of Code Section 15-5-24 and  
 13- 9    paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) of subsection (a) of  
 13-10    Code Section 15-5-82.  The authority shall provide such  
 13-11    data in electronic format to the Georgia Courts Automation  
 13-12    Commission within three days of receipt.  The media and  
 13-13    format shall be determined by the authority and the  
 13-14    commission.  

 13-15    (b) The authority shall have the power to use funds  
 13-16    available and participate in agreements, contracts, and  
 13-17    networks necessary or convenient for the performance of  
 13-18    the duties described in subsection (a) of this Code  
 13-19    section."  

 13-20                           SECTION 9.  

 13-21  Said title is further amended in Article 3 of Chapter 7,  
 13-22  relating to practice and procedure in state courts of  
 13-23  counties, by inserting a new Code section to be designated  
 13-24  Code Section 15-7-50 to read as follows:  

 13-25    "15-7-50.

 13-26    Clerks of state courts are authorized and directed to:  

 13-27      (1) File and enter all civil case filing and disposition  
 13-28      forms required to be filed pursuant to subsection (b) of  
 13-29      Code Section 9-11-3 and subsection (b) of Code Section  
 13-30      9-11-58;  

 13-31      (2) Transmit to the Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative  
 13-32      Authority within 30 days of filing the civil case filing  
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 13-33      and disposition forms prescribed in Code Section  
 13-34      9-11-133; and  

 13-35      (3) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks  
 13-36      necessary or convenient for the performance of the  
 13-37      duties provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Code  
 13-38      section."  

                                 -13-

 14- 1                          SECTION 10.  

 14- 2  Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this Act are applicable to civil  
 14- 3  actions commenced in superior or state court on or after  
 14- 4  July 1, 2000.  

 14- 5                          SECTION 11.  

 14- 6  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are  
 14- 7  repealed.  
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                                 -14-

Secretary of the Senate
Frank Eldridge, Jr., Secretary

Last Updated on 05/15/00 
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